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Board of Supervisors Approves New Policy to  

Increase Transparency and Reduce Voter Confusion 
 

Santa Clara County, CA—Today, the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors unanimously approved a 

Registrar of Voters policy allowing local measure proponents to request a measure letter designation 

change to avoid voter confusion. 

“San Jose voters who wish to reverse the core provisions of the June, 2012 San Jose Measure B must 

vote “Yes” on the June, 2016 San Jose Measure B,” said Supervisor Cindy Chavez. “In other words, voters 

who want to OVERTURN Measure B must vote IN FAVOR of Measure B. We can expect voters to be 

confused.” 

In June 2012, voters in the City of San Jose voted to approve Measure B, a highly-controversial ballot 

question which changed the City’s pension system. Since its approval, legal battles involving Measure B 

have persisted. In fact, the measure was declared “null and void due to a procedural defect” by San Jose 

City Council resolution just this month, on Tuesday, May 10. 

This year, a different Measure B has been placed on the June 2016 primary ballot. It is a sales tax 

measure that will provide the City with increased resources to address public safety, street maintenance 

and other community service priorities. 

The June, 2016 Measure B will effectively undo the core provisions of the June, 2012 Measure B. So, not 

only are the two measures related, but they also share the same letter designation. This has caused 

much voter confusion, with some confusing the 2016 Measure B with the 2012 pension reform 

measure. This is why, in the interest of transparency, the Board approved the policy to prevent such 

voter confusion from occurring in the future.  

For more information about the 2016 Measure B, please visit the City of San Jose’s “Information about 

Measure B (June 7, 2016 ballot) page”: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=5042.  

For more information about litigation related to the 2012 Measure B, please visit the City of San Jose’s 

Measure B Litigation” page: http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?nid=3182. 
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